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I: Eric Larson, Historic Records Manager of the Clerk of the Circuit Court Historic Records Division will discuss 

the preparation, conservation and digitization of Loudoun’s Free Black records for research. 

II: Dr. Sheri Ann Huerta, from George Mason University will discuss a few case studies locating family history in 

the Loudoun County court records, information about enslaved lives, and what the documents tell us about the 

nature of freedom in a slave society. Dr. Huerta is the author of: A Great Uneasiness In Our County: Slavery and 

Its Influence on Family and Community Stability in Northern Virginia, 1782-1860.

III: Questions and Answers 

IV: Program Survey 

Tonight’s Program 

Expanded Access to History: Digitization of Loudoun’s Free Black and Enslaved Papers 1757-1865



The Project Beginnings 
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With the inception of an archive’s division in 2004, staff 

began to flat file, perform in-house conservation, and 

index the county’s Free Black and Enslaved records.  

Staff reviewed thousands of court judgment packs to 

remove freedom certificates, deeds, wills, tax records, 

civil cases, and criminal judgments regarding members of 

the Free Black and Enslaved community. 



The Project Beginnings 

The Mission of the Clerk of the Circuit Court Historic Records and Deed Research Division “For All To See” digitization 

project is to provide online access to Loudoun’s Free Black and Enslaved court records.  The goal of the digitization program

is: 1) Provide primary sources on Loudoun’s Free Black and Enslaved community for individuals, genealogists, and scholars. 2)

Define the Birth, Life and Death experiences of Loudoun’s Free Black and Enslaved community in pre-Civil War Virginia and 

American society.  

Number of Free Black Records Discovered 
• Commonwealth (Criminal)-447

• Free Black Papers (Judgments, deeds, wills, and misc. court records)-4,008

• Free Black Births-280

• Free Black Marriages-38

• Free Black Deaths-141

• Record of Free Negroes 1844-1861-1,160 
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Court Judgment Packets 

• Indenture/Bound Children

• Criminal Cases  

• Wills

• Deeds

• Marriage Records

• Road Cases 

• Chancery Records

• Civil Judgements

Court Order Books 

• Record of  Free Negroes 1841-1861

• Birth and Death Records

Where did we find the Free Black Records 
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Joseph Trammell’s Freedom Certificate, 1852 



Judgment Packets 
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Preservation  
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Preservation
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Indexing and Storage 
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Indexing
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Grant provided funding for:
• Scanning of 9,686 pages of records in TIF, JEPG and PDF Format 

• Public program on the conservation of the Free Black Records and Historical Value to 

Researchers and Family Genealogy  

Funding- Matching Grant From Virginia Humanities 
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Scanning  
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Documents were scanned @300dpi and converted to:

• PDFs

• Jpegs

• Tiff 



Website

Clerk of the Circuit Court, Gary M. Clemens, Clerk

Historic Records & Deed Research Division 

https://www.loudoun.gov/3423/Black-History


Survey 
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